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“No More Victims” Campaign Kicks Off
CANTON, N.Y., August 11, 2006 – The St. Lawrence County Sex Offender Management Program will be launching its “No More Victims” campaign on Monday, August 14, 2006.  A kickoff event will take place at 10 a.m. at one of the campaign billboards located on Rt. 11 in Gouverneur. The media is invited to attend.
The St. Lawrence County Sex Offender Management Program began three years ago as a project with the assistance of a planning and implementation grant. The “No More Victims” campaign is a result of many agencies working together to establish a comprehensive approach to dealing with sex offenders and educating the public.
“There is not a comparable program in the state,” states Francine Perretta, director of the St. Lawrence County Probation Department.  “The dedication and work of the program team is like no other. Other communities will surely look to us as the model approach to dealing with such an important issue.”

The St. Lawrence County Sex Offender Management Program campaign will include a Web site, radio spots and billboards throughout St. Lawrence County.  The purpose of the campaign is to educate the people of St. Lawrence County on safety and responsibility as it pertains to sex offenders.
The billboards and radio spots will direct the community to a new Web site, www.NoMoreVictimsNY.com.  The site will feature information and resources on:

· The program;
· Tips on how to talk to kids about sex offenders;

· Safety tips;

· Myths vs. facts;

· Frequently asked questions;

· Resource Web links and documents to download.

· Direct link to the New York state Sex Offender Registry.

The Web site will also feature a “what’s new” section and a page just for kids and teens. It will include Internet safety and information tailored specifically to this age group.

In addition to the media campaign, members of the program will be presenting public education sessions throughout the county to provide the community with greater details of their mission, practices and general information regarding sex offenders. 
Press event details: 

Time: Monday, August 14, 2006, 10 am 

Location: The south side of Route 11 in Gouverneur, 1.6 miles east of Route 58 (just past the Kinney Drugs’ distribution center)
About the St. Lawrence County Sex Offender Management Program
The St. Lawrence County Sex Offender Management Program is a proactive, county-wide sex offender management approach executed in best practices to educate the people of St. Lawrence County on safety and responsibility as it pertains to sex offenders.  The project consists of a comprehensive set of services including: community notification; public education; training in investigation and prosecution; supervision; treatment and assessment; and victim support.

The St. Lawrence County Sex Offender Management Program members include representatives from the St. Lawrence County Probation Department, Community Services, St. Lawrence Psychiatric Center, the courts, the local police departments, the sheriff’s department, campus police, district attorney staff, public defender staff, CAVA, Renewal House, state police, SANE nurses, parole, clergy and the Department of Social Services.

